
Easter Services
April 4th at Philo Presbyterian

Come 
celebrate our 
Risen Lord!

Sunrise Service (with our 
CUPS friends)     6:30

Easter Brunch - bring a 
sidedish and join us for 
breakfast

Worship - including Easter 
Communion - with very 
Special Music!  

Pastor Soup 
Thanks to all who came to have 
soup with the Pastor on 
Wednesday’s during Lent.  
Here’s a favorite for your house:

2 cans Italian tomatoes
1 can french onion soup
2 cups frozen green beans
3 cups water
1 lb. turkey smoked sausage
2 cups coleslaw mix
1 pkg. cheese tortellini

Put the first 
5 ingredients  
in the crock 
pot.  1/2 
hour before 
serving, turn 
to high and 
add last two.  

Holy Week begins with the 
remembrance of  Palm Sunday.  
This year we 
will be waving 
palm branches  
purchased 
through the 
eco-palms 
project of  the 
Presbyterian 
Church.  
(What’s so 
special about 
eco-palms? 
Page 3 has the 
answer!)  In addition to ordering 
these palms for Philo Pres., we 

also offered them to the other 
CUPS member churches, and 

they chose to 
use them, too.  
Countryside 
Methodist, 
Zion 
Lutheran, 
Sidney United 
and Sidney 
Christian 
Church are all 
using eco-
palms this year.  
Hooray!  

z Holy Week at PhiloPres z

See the Holy Week schedule on page 3 of this newsletter!

The Season of Lent has passed so quickly!  This season provides us 
an opportunity to be renewed in our faith as we look to Christ who 
makes all things NEW by his death and resurrection.  

BRANCHING OUT 
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thanks everyone who came to the Pasta Dinner February 28th to 
support their Summer Mission Trip!  Almost $900 was raised.  
And a good time was had by all!

Our next meeting will be March 28th to share a dinner from 
Nicaragua and hear about Pastor Cindy’s Central American adventure.  

Wednesday Afternoons are Cool
After school on Wednesdays, Philo Pres. kids and a few friends have been gathering for snacks, games, 
conversation and learning.  Michael Trout, Terry Pratt and Pastor Cindy have been extending “Sunday 
school” beyond Sunday, and having a great time doing it!  Our current story focus is the Ten 
Commandments, and our elementary folk are eager learners.  They’ve been singing “The Perfect Ten” 
song, and playing games to see who can name the commandments most quickly.  Those who know all 
ten by Mar. 28 will be recognized in church and will recieve a Bible.  Come congratulate them!



Better (for everyone) Palms
The Eco-Palm Project is 
paving the way for 
increased wages and a 
better-protected 
ecosystem for the 
communities that harvest 
palms, widely used by 
Christian congregations 
on Palm Sunday.

     The idea is to decrease 
over-harvesting and 
waste by selecting only 
the highest quality 
fronds. In turn, the 
farmers receive a better 
price for their quality 
palms, thereby improving 
their livelihoods.

     Farmers typically are 
paid by volume, so 
ordinarily the push is to 
collect as many as 
possible despite the 
fronds’ condition. Up to 
50 percent, or more, of 
the palm branches  get 
discarded because of poor 
quality.

     The farmers’ yield – 
and pay – will now based 
on quality versus 
quantity, said Melanie 
Hardison, associate for 
Enough for Everyone. By 
harvesting in this new 
manner, farmers’ incomes 
are increased between 
five and six times over 
what they were before. 

Special Music
Our “Philo Tavernacle 
Choir” has led worship 
often this Lenten 
Season, and has 
prepared several pieces 
for Holy Week.  They 
will be joined by Mark 

Tucker, on organ, and 
strings (Barbara 
Hedland on cello for 
Tennebrae, and a 
quartet for Easter 
morning.)  Invite your 

friends 
and 
family to 
come 
celebrate 
Jesus’ 

resurrection life.

One Great Hour 
of Sharing

Since 1949, 
Presbyterians have 
joined with millions of 
other Christians through 
One Great Hour of 
Sharing to share God’s 
love with people 
experiencing need. Our 
gifts support ministries 
of disaster response, 
refugee assistance and 
resettlement, and 

community 
development that help 
people find safe refuge, 
start new lives and work 
together to strengthen 
their families and 
communities.

HOLY 
WEEK

MAR 28
Palm Sunday

Bible 
Presentation

APR 1
Maundy 
Thursday
Tennebrae

APR 4   
He Is Risen!
Sunrise: 6:30
Brunch 8:30 

EASTER!
Worship with 
Communion 
and Special 
Music - 10 

http://www.pcusa.org/palms/
http://www.pcusa.org/palms/


Friends and Family
Congratulations!  to Jim Evans, Prairie Farmer Magazine’s Honorary Master Farmer!  Jim was 
recognized for his many contributions as an agricultural journalist, scholar and teacher.  His work has 
had a powerful and positive impact on his field and the farmers it serves.

Also in the news: Ken Asklund, son Neal and grandson Chris were pictured in Central Illinois Business 
magazine along with a feature on their company, A&R - called “Generations of  Success”.  A copy of  the 
picture is posted on the church bulletin board.  Ken and his wife Nancy have been part of  the Philo Pres 
family for many years.

The Erickson/VanWieren family - Jeff, Gretel, Inge, Clara and Karl - moved to Michigan last year.  We 
recently heard from the pastor at East Lansing University Lutheran Church that they are settled into 
their new church home.   We are sure they will be a blessing there, as they were to us here!

Hannah Stone’s volleyball team (the Unity Middle School Rocket) won their regional AND their 
sectional championships!  Congratulations, Hannah!  Good job!

Betty and Don Rice recently returned from a trip “down south” where they visited many historical and 
cultural sights - AND stopped by for a visit with Bob Kramer.  Bob sends his love to his old church.

Linda Briscoe’s a grandmother again!  Collin and Jamie (Nashville, TN) have adopted Jacob (Jake) from 
an orphanage in Russia.  He is at home with his four new sibs!  Congratulations!

PHILO PRESBYTERIANS GAVE OVER $900 TO PDA FOR HAITI 
THIIS UPDATE FROM RANDY ACKLEY, OF PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE:

Let me begin by saying, “Thank you.” Your prayers and generosity are making a difference. One month 
after the earthquake, churches and individuals have given approximately $3.8 million to Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance (PDA) for the relief and recovery work in Haiti. Within twenty-four hours of the 
event, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance sent $100,000 from One Great Hour of Sharing funds for 
immediate rescue and recovery needs. Over 35,000 hygiene and baby kits have been distributed with the 
first kits arriving in Port au Prince the day following the disaster. Just today we have transferred $52 
thousand in emergency funding to our local partner, MPP in Haiti. Altogether, Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance has committed more than half a million dollars to immediate relief and recovery efforts in 
Haiti.

These donations have helped us, along with our ecumenical partners, to establish 15 food and water 
distribution stations, distribute thousands of tents or shelters, and provide other needed services and 
supplies. In addition to providing immediate relief, we will continue to assess long-range recovery needs 

A boy looks out from his tent 
home following the earthquake. 
Many survivors are living in 
tents in this park in Petionville, 
Haiti. Photo by Paul Jeffrey, 
ACT Alliance.

During the emergency 
phase of response, relief 
includes shelter, blankets, 
food, clean water and 
sanitation, and medical 
assistance. Photo by Paul 
Jeffrey, ACT.



Well, Well, Well . . . the Deacon’s Report
Last month, the Deacons recieved a very unusual request for funds.  It came from the Unit 7 (Tolono) 
School nurse, Jan Causey, and Julie Behm, who works in the high school office.  They reported that a 
family with several children in Unity schools had been living without a functional well for over a year.  
They did not have the money to drill a new well, and the expense and inconvenience of  having to bring 
in all their potable water was creating a strain.  So Jan and Julie, who 
knew their situation, asked the 14 churches in the Unity District if  they 
could offer assistance.  The well would cost $7000, more or less.  So 
Philo Deacons pledged $500 to the project, a pledge that was gratefully 
received and added to totals from many other churches which also 
participated.  Within a week, the total amount had been raised, a 
contract with the drilling company signed, and the family is very close 
to having water again.  Ms. Causey, on behalf  of  the family, offers 
heartfelt thanks for the Christian love shown to these neighbors.  

Claire Bailey Memorial
Many of  you have noticed the new picture of  a beautiful young woman hanging in the Fellowship Hall.  
The picture is of  Claire Bailey, the oldest daughter of  A.J. Bailey, who joined our church last year.   
Claire died in an automobile accident shortly after she graduated from Centennial High School, where 
she excelled in the classroom, and also as a diver on the Centennial Girls’ Swim Team.   After her death, 
her family established a memorial fund in her honor.  They decided to give that fund to Philo 
Presbyterian, to use in her memory.  Our church is humbled by the gift and will work with the Bailey 
family to arrive at a use for the fund that will honor the memory of  this special young woman.  


